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Frederick C. Malkus: Tales from Close to the Vest, by Betsy Malkus, 20 March 2013 

 A talk by Senator Malkus’ daughter with a very personal side of Senator Malkus, 

with State House anecdotes and ground-breaking legislation.

“W ith the death of former state Senator Frederick C. Malkus, Jr., on November 9, Maryland, as well as the

entire Country, lost a great patriot and a dutiful public servant.”

Frederick C. Malkus, Jr. died at the age of 86, having spent all of his adult life in

the service of his fellow citizens. Senator Malkus, a conservative Democrat,

served in the legislature for 46 years--12 in the House of Delegates and 34 in the

Senate--before retiring in 1994. Upon his retirement, he was the longest serving

State Legislator in the United States. Born July 1, 1913, in Baltimore, Senator

Malkus moved to the 380 acre Egypt Road farm, nine miles outside of

Cambridge, on Maryland's Eastern Shore where he was raised there by his aunt

and uncle. He spent the past 83 years on the working farm that produces wheat,

corn, and soybeans. He graduated for W estern Maryland College in 1934 and

received his law degree four years later from the University of Maryland Law

School. During W orld W ar II, Senator Malkus served in the U.S. Army and rose

to the rank of major. He returned to Maryland and in 1947 won a seat in the House of Delegates. 

He was an unforgettable individual who was a wonderful servant to Maryland and America. To know Fred

Malkus was to know how deeply he cared for rural America and more specifically for the Chesapeake Bay

region. Senator Malkus was at the forefront of the fight to save the Bay. Even though he was pro-business

in his views, he was a great environmentalist. From the 1999 Congressional Record tribute by Rep. Steny

H. Hoyer.


